michelle garceau 2 Goodich asserted that canonization proceedings reveal a "tension between popular and learned views of sanctity: the people needed 'signs and miracles' , while the learned demanded a virtuous life. when the bishops of Vic were losing their authority. In similar terms, the leading laity of Barcelona promoted the canonization of Ramón de Penyafort, a Dominican who, above all, tended to the physical wellbeing of his fellow Christians, a prerogative the civil leaders increasingly claimed. The Barcelona Dominicans, in contrast, painted a picture of Ramón which centered on his actions while still alive, in particular his scholarly work and discipline. In promoting a fellow brother as the ideal pastor and scholar, the Dominicans sought to claim for themselves similar positions of power and authority. The examination of records concerning Bernat and Ramón's cults reveals how people understood cults and used them as sources of authority.2
Bernat Calbó and Ramón de Penyafort
Bernat Calbó and Ramón de Penyafort embodied major religious trends of the thirteenth century. Bernat entered the well-established Cistercian order, joining the renowned monastery of Santes Creus. Ramón, on the other hand, joined the newly established Dominican Order, whose mission dictated that its members travel the world preaching the Gospel. Despite their different beginnings, the men quickly rose within their communities, spending most of their lives in the Crown of Aragon. Both were confessors and advisors to the powerful count-king James I and helped to shape his long reign.
When he fell ill in September of 1243, Bernat Calbó was well-known and respected in Catalonia and Rome. During his final illness, many people, including the abbot of Santes Creus, the abbot and prior of Poblet, and an ambassador from the king, came to be with him. The bishop died on 26 October 1243. For eight days his body lay uncorrupted in the cathedral and was visited by countless Christians before being laid to rest in a tomb near the baptismal fonts and the main doors of the church.3 When the
